
School Website:    www.albanvaleps.vic.edu.au 

Dover Street  

ALBANVALE VIC 3021 
 
 

Ph.: 9367 2197 

Feb 8th 2018 

 

 

SUNSMART 
POLICY         

No Hat! 

No Play! 

 

Hats must be worn at all 

times when playing  

outside.       

 

IMPORTANT 
DATES 

Term 1  

  Interschool Sports 

Friday 16th Feb 

Parent Teacher  

Interviews 

6th March & 7th 

March 

Curriculum Day  

March 9th 

Labour Day  

March 12th 

 

 
Dear Parents, 
We welcome all of our prep students as they begin their primary school education. The students 
have settled in remarkably well and are already engaged in their learning. Our successful transi-
tion program has ensured that the school setting is familiar and that students are happy and 
confident.  We of course also welcome the parents and families of our students, and look 
forward to a strong home-school partnership.  
 

Home- School Partnership 
Improved student learning occurs when parents, teachers and students work together to ensure the best 
social, emotional and academic outcomes for the child. We maintain an open door policy at Albanvale PS and 
welcome and encourage parents to come in and discuss your child’s learning, or to address any concerns you 
may have. We ask that you assist us in building an environment where mutual trust and respect is valued.  
Should you wish to speak to your child’s teacher, please make an appointment to see them, as often before 
school at 8:45am or straight after school at 3:15pm are not ideal times due to teachers preparing for  
instruction or attending meetings.  
Early Arrivals 
Students should not be arriving to school prior to 8:45am and left in the school yard unattended. Teachers 
are not required on duty until 8:45 am thus; we do not have anyone on duty until 8:45am. Parents are re-
quested to book children into before school care or make other arrangements if care is needed before or 
after school. Student safety is our main priority and we thank you for your understanding in this matter.  
 Outside School Hours Care 
Our school offers a before and after care program to all of our families through provider - Sweet Sounds in St 
Albans. Sweet Sounds provides care from 6.30am before school, and 6.30 pm after school. Free of charge 
transportation to and from school is provided as part of the service. A childcare rebate for all children in care, 
regardless of whether parents are working, is available through Centrelink. Please see our administration 
office should you require more information about this service.  
Breakfast Club 
Breakfast gives children the energy they need to concentrate on playing, learning, remembering and solving 
problems better. Albanvale Primary School offers all students a healthy start to the day through our Break-
fast Program. Each classroom provides students with a choice of healthy cereals daily, along with toast and 
fruit on various days. The program runs from 8.45am until 9am.  
Focus on Reading  
We know that Literacy is critical to the development of our students and a measure for further academic 
success. Literacy is so much more than reading and writing – it's the foundation for all other learning. 
Your child would have received their home reading book this week. Please take the time to read with your 
child every night. The more practice your child has in reading, the more confident they’ll become, and the 
more their reading skills will improve.  
It is important that parents promote reading in their homes so that students can become confident readers 
and are able to lay a solid foundation for their learning.  
Take Home Reading 
Each day children will bring home a take home book that has been selected to be ‘just right’ for your child to 
read. These books are meant to be easy in order for your child to read independently and practise their read-
ing skills. It is expected that your child will read every night and we would appreciate if you could please sign 
the reading diary when you have listened to your child read. Developing strong skills in reading, writing and 
maths is critical to ensuring your child’s success in early learning and beyond. Please take the time to read 
with your child each evening and support them with completing their homework. 
 
Library  
The school Library is now open after school! We welcome families to come in and spend some time reading 
with their children. We have a great assortment of books on offer and we encourage parents to be involved 
in their child’s love of reading by utilizing this wonderful resource. Students are able to borrow library books 
each day from 3:15-3:45. Parents must accompany their children in the library.  
 
Road Safety  
Children are our most vulnerable road users and to address road safety, school speed zones with lower speed 
limits were introduced. 
Motorists should be aware that children in traffic are not like adults. They can be unpredictable and because 
they are small, they can be hard to see. So take extra care and slow down when you drive past any school. 
The designated school speed zones around Albanvale Primary School is 40 km/h. 
Children are expected to use the school crossings provided at all times. Please ensure you are modelling 
safe crossing of the road by using the designated crossing areas with your children.  
  
Sue Vermezovic 
PRINCIPAL 

Our Value in Term1:  Excellence  

Having high expectations and striving to achieve beyond your personal best 



TERM 1 2018 

Welcome back to all families of 3-6 students. We hope you all had a wonderful holiday and are all rested and ready for an exciting, and busy new 
year! 

This term, 3-6 students will be working on an Integrated Topic focusing on being “Ready to Learn.”  During this topic, we will be exploring the way 
students learn, the different mindsets that can contribute to their success and the role that emotions play within your child’s education. This topic 
will be further enhanced for the 5-6 students with the commencement of the Dynamic Young Citizens program, the Wakakirri program and the 
First Lego League.  All these programs aim to teach students about teamwork, responsibility and engage them in the learning of arts, design and 
technology. 

In Reading, we will be looking at the comprehension strategies of searching for and using information. As a part of searching for and using infor-
mation, students will be learning how to locate key information within differing texts and use this information to answer questions about that text. 
We will also be looking at comprehension strategy of inferring to understand information that the author has not directly stated within the text.   

In Writing, 3 -6’s will be learning the structure and text features of a narrative. We will look at some of the devices an author uses to engage read-
ers and explore themes and ideas. Students will also learn how an author’s ideas can be extended with the use of descriptive language and lan-
guage features such as, metaphors and similes.  

In Mathematics, students will apply learnt strategies and skills when investigating and solving problems within the mathematical areas of Proper-
ties of Number. As well as this 5-6 students will be focusing on Location and Transformation, whereas 3-4 students will be working on time. Stu-
dents will be given ample opportunities to practice these skills through learning tasks such as open ended questions and rich mathematical investi-
gation, relevant to students’ lives.  

This term the whole school value is “Excellence.”  Students show excellence on a daily basis by striving to achieve their best. There are many ways 
people can demonstrate excellence within their learning, such as making the right choice when faced with a problem and giving their best effort 
when faced with a new concept.   

On the 5th of March, the 5-6 students will be attending a three-day camp to Mill Valley Ranges. This camp will be enriching for students not only 
physically, but also emotionally and socially. Students will have the opportunity to take part in activities that will build skills in areas other than 
academics, focusing on teamwork and respect.  This experience will build friendships and be looked back on with fond memories by all involved. 

If you have questions about this or any other information, please make a time to see your child’s teacher. 

Regards, Rebecca 3/4C, Levent 3/4I, Anna 3/4R, Nicole 5/6K, Jane 5/6L, & Daniel 5/6T. 

Welcome to Performing Arts 2018! 

 
My name is Amy Garretto, and I will be teaching Performing Arts at Albanvale this year. Term 1 will have a music focus for all year 
levels, developing the foundational skills for musical literacy.  

 

Foundation 

In Term 1, Prep students will be introduced some basic elements of music, including rhythm, beat and pitch. They will use their bod-
ies and instruments to create music, singing and playing along to familiar and unfamiliar songs. These elements of music will  be 
further explored through experimentation and game play. 

 

Year 1/2  

In Term 1, Year 1/2 students will explore basic elements of music, including beat, rhythm, pitch and tempo. They will develop 
knowledge of standard notation by learning about rhythm names and replicating rhythmic patterns. They will explore variations in 
pitch using their voices and instruments, and create original rhythmic and melodic patterns 

 

Year 3/4 

In Term 1, Year 3/4 students will revise their knowledge of rhythms and learn new rhythmic patterns. They will learn about how to 
translate sounds to paper by learning about the treble staff through singing and playing a variety of music from their own and other 
cultures. 

 

Year 5/6 

In Term 1, Year 5/6 students will build on their knowledge of basic rhythmic patterns by learning and composing new rhythms. They 
will use their knowledge of the elements of music to analyse, describe and replicate music from various times, genres and cultures. 
Using feedback, they will analyse their own and others performances to grow their skills as performers. 



 The Prep, One and Two Team teachers would like to welcome you to 2018. We hope it is a prosperous year for all. Students 
have settled in well and teachers have commenced English Online Testing on all students. These tests assist in informing 

teachers with planning for different learning needs. 

This term all students will develop understandings around the integrated topic “Ready to Learn” which, has been planned 
to develop your child’s ability to think more deeply about their learning and to be a more ‘strategic’ learner. Students will 

be learning to recognise their personal abilities, qualities and strengths, and to understand themselves as learners in order 
to improve.  

In Reading, the preps will be learning Concepts about Print, while the Grade 1/2’s will be focusing on solving words and sus-
taining fluency when reading. In Writing, the preps will be encouraged to independently write about their experiences, and 

the Grade 1/2 students will be learning to write recounts using the correct structure. In Mathematics, our focus will be in 
the areas of Number and Algebra (counting) and Time. 

 
If you have further questions or concerns please make a time to see your child’s teacher. 

 
Regards Kristy Prep M, Freda Prep V, Michelle 1/2B, Damla 1/2O & Jenny 1/2L 

 

Some important reminders… 

 
- We are a Sun Smart school so children need 
to wear a wide brimmed hat at school EVERY 
day. 

- It is required that all students are in FULL 
SCHOOL UNIFORM every day.  

- Take home books are sent home each after-
noon. These are intended to be “easy” for your 
child to read. Please read this book with your 
child or listen to them read and sign their diary. 
Ensure they are returned daily. Teachers will be 
monitoring their home reading weekly. 

- A Homestudy task will be sent home every 
Monday for your child to complete and needs 
to be returned every Friday. 

- Please label all of your child’s clothing and 
personal belongings.  

- Encourage your child to pack and carry their 
own bag and be responsible for returning notes 
and work to school. 

- Please supply a box of tissues for classroom 
use. 

- Please ensure your child brings a healthy 
snack, (piece of fruit) for recess and a sufficient 
lunch.  

- ‘It is not okay to be away’. We encourage all 

children to attend daily, unless ill. In instances 
where your child is absent, please provide a 
signed note or medical certificate to the teach-
er.  

Parent/Teacher Interviews 
 

 
Please look out for a note over the next few weeks regarding our ‘Goal Setting’ Parent 

Teacher interviews on the 6th and 7th of March. We look forward to learning more 
about your child and ways we can work together to ensure they are supported to be 

the best learner they can be! 

School Values 
In Integrated Studies this term, we will be teaching and learning 
how to “Strive for Excellence”.  

Ways you can help your child… 

Support your child by listening to them read each night. Talk about 
their reading with them and ask them questions to assist them in 
understanding what they read. Questions can include… 

“What do you think this book will be about?” 

“Does this remind you of anything?” 

Assist your child with counting different amounts of objects. Encour-
age them to notice where we use numbers in the real world for ex-
ample, on calendars, money and signs.  



Welcome to Visual Arts for 2018.  

 

My name is Nola Smith and I will be creating, responding to and enjoying Art along with your children 
this year. 

 

We will be exploring the many different areas of visual arts through a variety of activities using many dif-
ferent types of materials. Also, at times, texts that include varied types of illustrations as well as rich lan-
guage, will be presented to the children and used as a steppingstone for them to immerse themselves in 
Art making.  

 

In Term One we will be concentrating on the elements of line, texture, tone and colour in artwork. We will 
explore these through the mediums of drawing and painting.  

 

FOUNDATION. 

The students will explore ways that shapes, colours and images can be used to express an idea. 

They will learn to experiment with different materials and techniques when drawing and painting.  

 In the area of Personal and Social Capability the students will be shown that attempting new and chal-
lenging tasks are an important part of their development. 

 

1/2. 

The students will learn to select, arrange and make choices about expressive ways of using art elements 
and principles. 

They will learn to experiment with a range of materials, processes and technologies to visually express 
their experiences, ideas and emotions. 

In the area of Personal and Social Capability the students will practise strategies that will help them to collabo-

rate with others.  

 

3/4. 

The students will learn about the elements, principles, skills, techniques and processes they need to 
know when drawing and painting to create effective, interesting artworks. They will experiment with in-
corporating a combination of artistic components and techniques into their painting and drawing. 

In the area of Critical and Creative Thinking Capability students will select and apply different Learning 
strategies for different situations. 

 

5/6. 

Students will learn to choose and use the appropriate materials, techniques, technologies and processes 
specific to different art forms. 

They will incorporate a combination of artistic components into their artworks. 

In the area of Critical and Creative Thinking Capability students will apply questioning as a tool to focus or 

to expand their thinking.   

There are smocks in the Art room for the students to use or they can bring one of their own. Almost all of 
the materials we use can be washed out in water. 

Please feel free to visit the Art room on Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday to see how and what your child 
is creating. 

 

Thanks for your support. Nola. 



Reminders…                      

- We are a Sun Smart school so children need to wear a wide brimmed hat at school every day. Please make sure your child 
has a drink bottle filled with water that they can sip on during the day.  

- It is important that students come to school in full school uniform. 

- All children need a healthy snack to eat at recess in addition to their lunch. 

- Lunch orders are available from the canteen every day this term. Please remember to give your child a snack for recess on 
the days they have a lunch order. 

- Take home books are sent home each day. These are intended to be “easy” for your child to read. Please read these books 
with your child or listen to them read, then sign the communication book.  

- Homestudy tasks will continue to be sent home each Monday for children to complete. These need to be returned to 
school by Friday of each week. 

- Encourage your child to carry their own bag, unpack their own belongings and be responsible for returning notes and 
work to school. 

- Please check your child’s bag for weekly newsletters and other important communication from school. 

Physical Education 

Term 1 2018 

 

Dear parents, 

 

P.E classes will begin next week and we look forward to a fun-filled term focusing on improving our physical fitness, sporting abilities, game sense 

and sporting etiquette. Whilst participating in lessons all students are expected to demonstrate our school values of Excellence, Respect, Collabo-

ration and Responsibility. 

 

In Prep, we will we will be focusing on safety skills and procedures when playing games and using equipment. We will learn how to follow instruc-

tions for personal safety and demonstrate appropriate use of equipment, such as being able to take turns and share the equipment. 

 

In Grade 1/2, we will be introduced to a variety of minor games. We will learn why rules are needed in games and physical activities and under-

stand how rules contribute to fair play. We will continue to focus on turn taking and sharing of equipment. In P/1/2 we will also be building our 

personal and social capabilities by being able to identify our emotions and practice skills to be able to include others and make friends. 

 

In Grades 3/4, we will participate in a variety of activities and games, which will enable us to work positively in groups and teams. We will learn 

how to apply basic rules and scoring systems, and demonstrate fair play when participating in games. We will also be building our personal and 

social capabilities by demonstrating respect for each other. 

 

In Grades 5/6, we will be refining and expanding our range of skills in relation to striking and fielding. Students will participate in a variety of activi-

ties and games, such as Rounders, Cricket and T-ball and will be encouraged to use strategic thinking, communication, and co-operation to en-

hance performance. We will continue to learn to apply rules fairly and behave ethically when participating in different physical activities. We will 

also be building our personal and social capabilities by being able to recognize and appreciate the uniqueness of people. 

 

A reminder that students must be dressed in appropriate sporting attire and bring a hat and water bottle to each lesson! 

 

 

Thank you 

 

Andrea Kwong 

 

P.E & Sport Co-ordinator 



8.45 - 9.00 students in  

classroom 

11.00 -11.30 Recess    

1.30 - 2.15 Lunch 

  3.15 School Finishes  

——— 

Term 1 Finishes 

Thursday 29th March 

 
 

 

 

We have many items in ‘Lost Property’  

without names, therefore we are unable to 

return these to the rightful owners. Please 

clearly label clothing and hats with your 

child’s name, to enable us to return them 

as soon as possible.  

Please check at ‘Lost Property’ or the   

office for any other lost items such as      

jewellery.  
 

 

 

School Day 

  Attendance 
Getting to school every day and 

on time every day means: 

You are being ‘Responsible’ for 
your learning. 

If your child is not at school by 
9.30am a text message  will be 

sent , 
requesting you to  

contact the school. 
On 9367 2197 



 

 



PAYMENTS using BPAY or DI-

RECT DEPOSIT 

 

You can now make all your payments via in-

ternet banking for e.g. Camps, excursions, in-

cursions and fees.   To assist you with this the 

office can print out your statement which will 

have your unique  BPay Reference and 

Biller Code and school banking details 
 

After making payments online it is important 

to let the office know what you have paid for 

by returning student payment envelope 

the school with the following details: 

BPay/Direct Deposit on (date) 

__________ Receipt No. ______________ 

student:__________________________  

Student ID:___________  Class:_____ 

Payment for:______________________ 

 


